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Our state government currently has a
budget deficit of over $2 billion and has
been informed, once again, that it is failing
its constitutional duty to amply fund educa-
tion. And once again we hear the cries of
"no new taxes." Frankly, a budget that
doesn't raise some revenue is as irrespon-
sible as a budget that doesn't cut some
expenses. In hard times both are neces-
sary. Our leaders may tell us that they are
following the will of the people when they
refuse to make unpopular decisions, but we
elect our leaders to lead rather than to fol-
low. Part of that leadership means doing
what's right rather than popular, offering
solutions rather than complaints, educating
the people rather than misinforming them,
and accepting that some will be angered.

At the next Central Committee meeting we
will discuss the purpose and process of the
April 10 County Convention. The main pur-
pose is to develop our resolutions, that is,
what are our goals for the next year, what
shall we advocate, and to whom? We will
elect delegates to attend the state conven-
tion on June 25-26 in Vancouver, to bring
those resolutions to the state and possibly
national party. There will also be time to
hear from candidates in this fall's elections.

Think about what you want Mason County
Democrats to advocate. Our resolutions
could call on the party to speak to the
county government about its budget priori-
ties, transparency in government, or unre-
solved worker contracts. They could call on
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us to speak to the state government
about education financing, or tax re-
form to improve revenue stability.
They could call on us to speak to our
national government about the appar-
ent inability of the Senate to act,
health care reform, or bank reform.
Give your ideas to Linda Thomson,
chair of the resolutions committee, or
to me.

Kudos to Commissioner Lynda Ring
Erickson for her quick action in Olym-
pia last week. Another Washington
municipality was unable to use $4
million in stimulus money that was
allocated to it, and Lynda was able to
direct that to the Belfair sewer project.

The next Executive Committee meet-
ing is 6pm March 2; call for location.
I'll see you at the next Central Com-
mittee meeting, 7pm March 10 at the
PUD #3 meeting room.

Andrew Graham

Chair, Mason County Democrats

Events

Wed, March 24th, 11:30 am—Mason County
Democratic Women'’s Club at El Sarapé Restau-
rant in Gateway Center. No host lunch. Meeting
begins at noon.

(360) 427-2731
contact@masoncountydemocrats.com

Your Government:

Your Choice
By Lynda Ring Erickson

Over the course of a week, elected offi-
cials will hear a range of concerns from
“‘government should be smaller” to “you
need to do more” and including numer-
ous comments about how “it” could have
been done better. As we move into this
election year | encourage you to take a
step back and think about why we have
government.

There are a lot of ways to look at govern-
ment. One view is that government does
the things that a community or society
wants done, but since there is no profit
there is no interest from the private sec-
tor. This situation changes over time.
Thus we have seen solid waste
(garbage) privatized, while train service
and transit transition to government. Pri-
vatization of law enforcement and prisons
has been problematic, but is still an ongo-
ing discussion.

Frankly speaking, the list of services is
long and the resources are limited. Re-
gardless of the government—federal,
state, county, city, school or special dis-
trict—there are choices that our elected
officials will be making. Maybe more so,
now that times are tough, but it is a reality
even in good times.

My point is this: your government, what-
ever it is, will be determined by whom you
elect. When we vote as Democrats, we
must make a thoughtful choice. Popular-
ity and leadership are different and we
are best served by candidates who do
not offer easy answers, promise all things
to all people, or who offer only criticism.
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Deadline for articles, news, letters and
photos for the March 2010 issue of the
MCDCC Newsletter is 5 p.m. Friday, March
19.
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PUD Potholes
By John Komen

What's the big pocketbook issue in Ma-
son County in 20107 In this sorry eco-
nomic climate, everything saps your
pocketbook, that is if you're fortunate
enough to have a pocketbook. Pick one
issue, however, and it has to be the
power bill--the fear your electricity bills
are going up.

Public Utility District 1, serving the
small Potlatch service area, has already
announced it wants to
raise electricity bills by 4 per cent. But
PUD 3, the major electricity provider,
serving 32,536 Mason County owner/
ratepayers, loudly proclaimed no rate
hike this year.

Don't be fooled. PUD 3's declaration
was a pre-emptive strike.

PUD 3 is faced with a growing pro-
test over its needlessly expensive $45
million plan to move its offices and op-
erations to Johns Prairie. It must neces-
sarily, then, try to reassure everyone
that all is well. Hey, folks, cried PUD 3
just before 2009 expired. Not to worry--
we're not going to raise your rates in
2010! Trust us!

We're holding down costs, said the
announcement rolled out by its well-
oiled and costly public relations machin-
ery. Our 2010 budget is a bit lower and
we've even managed to lay off a worker
or two, bragged PUD 3 in its no-rate-
hike proclamation.

The elephant in the room, however,
is that screwball plan to build a grand
new palace of offices and cushy opera-
tions quarters. Keep the public apatheti-
cally calm, and maybe they won't notice
we're spending $45 million of their
money, the PUD 3 managers claim.

But there are signs the smokescreen
won't work. The white elephant is get-
ting more attention. More citizen activ-
ists are stepping forward to join the
steadfast cadre of owner/ratepayers
protesters concerned about how that
$45 million impact will rates in the fu-
ture.

With County Courthouse controver-
sies on the wane, citizens worried about
costly county government activity can
turn their attention to the PUD 3 boon-
doggle. Already there is evidence some
of those active in the County Commis-
sioners' budget hassle are looking at
PUD 3.

Most important was the filing of an
action by Shelton businessman Tom
Pearson. He has brought an appeal
against PUD 3's formal declaration that
its Johns Prairie construction will have
no impact on the environment.

On his own time and at his own ex-
pense, Pearson single-handedly is chal-

lenging the legitimacy and credibility of the so-
called "determination of environmental non-
significance." It is a Herculean task. It is a
lot to ask of a Shelton small businessman.

PUD 3 immediately hired a $395 an hour
attorney from a high-powered Seattle law firm
to fight Pearson's citizen appeal.

So the battle is shaping up. It is the people
and their pocketbooks vs. PUD 3, its lawyers
and its plan to spend $45 million.

John Komen is a former television journalist and
newspaper editor who lives in retirement with wife
Diane on Mason Lake. He was an Obama delegate
to the 2008 Washington Democratic convention.

WA State Meeting

Report
By Cathi Bailey Bright

Friday was an exciting day and evening for
me because | was charged with organizing
the King County Democrats' forum on New
Media in addition to the Labor Caucus Hospi-
tality Event. Dow Constantine, King County
Executive, and Congressman Jim McDermott
were featured speakers at the King County
event and then we had a panel of on-line jour-
nalists that answered questions from the at-
tendees. | was the moderator. The panel con-
sisted of David Goldstein from Horsesass.org,
Tracy Record from the West Seattle Blog,
Andrew Villanueve from NW Progressive
Blog, Erica Barnett and Josh Feit from Publi-
cola, and Joel Connelly from the PI. Several
of the Legislative Districts had informational
tables, as did the Martin Luther King County
Labor Council. Both events were well at-
tended and | would say "successful".

| had received a phone call Friday afternoon
from Terry Tilton of the Washington State
Building and Construction Trades Council
alerting me that a handful of legislators were
now opposing the recommendation of the
panel that had approved the "A Plus" option
for the reconstruction of the 520 bridge across
Lake Washington. This plan had been devel-
oped over many years and construction could
begin as soon as this fall. That translates to
about 1500 family wage jobs at a time when
our state's economy sorely needs them. We
crafted a resolution that passed out of the
Labor Caucus on Saturday morning. We then
had to gather 50 signatures of State Commit-
tee Men and Women to get it onto the agenda
for that afternoon's meeting, which we did and
it passed. Dwight was instructed by the reso-
lution to send a letter to leaders of the House
and Senate as well as the Governor informing
them of the party's support for this project as-
is. | got confirmation on Friday the fifth that
the letters had been sent. This is a project that
affects our area because the pontoons for the
bridge are being manufactured in Grays Har-
bor County and a redesign of the plan would
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result in that work being haulted. Kudos to
Judy Carter from Grays Harbor for speaking
very eloquently on the floor in support of the
resolution. There are between 600 and 1000
jobs in Grays Harbor on this project. Plus
moving the pontoons augments longshore
and other transportation-related jobs through-
out the region.

There were two resolutions relative to the
nomination process that were heard early on
at the meeting that were voted down, in favor
of the process agreed to at the Walla Walla
meeting last September. | believe these reso-
lutions were out of order since the state com-
mittee had already approved a process and
the successful Walla Walla resolution would
have to have been reconsidered (by motion of
someone who had voted on the prevailing
side and approval of two-thirds of the body).
But since neither one of them passed the is-
sue was moot. We then broke into Congres-
sional District Caucuses and voted to nomi-
nate candidates in 7 of the 9 of the districts.
There was no action taken in the 3rd CD be-
cause there are multiple Democratic candi-
dates, and there is no declared Democratic
candidate in the 5th. All of the Democratic
incumbents were nominated, including Norm
Dicks. Suzan DelBene was the nominee in the
8th CD, and Jay Clough is the nominee in the
4th CD.

At lunchtime on Saturday | went to the Native
American Caucus meeting and asked them if
we could help to increase voter participation
on our two reservations. Lona Wilbur (DNC
member and Native Votes Project principal)
agreed to come to Mason County to talk about
the project to the leadership at the Squaxin
Island and Skokomish Tribes. | will work to
facilitate that. Perhaps we can coordinate it
with the upcoming Kennedy Dinner as | plan
to invite her to this event. She just got back
from the DNC meeting in Washington DC and
| imagine she will have some interesting stuff
to share. We may wish to consider giving her
a few minutes to talk about the Native Votes
Project at the dinner (if she comes), because
she is involved at the national level.

Nothing else particularly noteworthy. Next
event is the State Convention June 25 in Van-
couver. We'll be planning another Labor
event, and possibly combining with other cau-
cuses or groups. Stay tuned, should be fun.
Hopefully we will have a full delegation from
Mason County.

| did have a conversation with DNC Rules
Committee Member David McDonald about
the nominations. In a nutshell, one of the main
reasons we are doing this is because we have
to preserve our ability to be involved in the
replacement process (it would otherwise be
done by someone other than the PCOs). I'l
give a more comprehensive report at the
March meeting.

Respectfully Submitted,
Cathi Bailey Bright

Fred Finn:
Report from the
Field

State Rep. Fred Finn has been
working hard on behalf of his constitu-
ents in the 35". He serves on half a
dozen committees, and specifically re-
quested the Transportation Committee
to focus on ferry boats, important to this
region. He is working to get a new plan
for a reduced Belfair Bypass, knowing
the full-deal will never be funded, there-
fore never be built.

Finn sponsored the bill to attract
the ADAGE firm to Shelton. This com-
pany will build a power-generating plant
utilizing woody debris left from logging
operations, and is expected to create
700 construction jobs, plus sustain 275
family-wage jobs once operational. He
supported the bill that will allow much-
needed repairs and upgrades to school
buildings across the state for greater
energy-efficiency, saving taxpayers
education money, as well as creating
jobs. He's also focused on water quality
issues that impact on Puget Sound and
Hood Canal.

Finn met with Kitsap County Com-
missioner Josh Brown, the owners of
Seabeck Marina, Rep. Kathy Haigh and
others to assist the owners in dealing
with the Olympia regulatory maize. The
project appears to be back on track.

In this dire economic climate, it has
not been easy for lawmakers to have to
slash budgets and consider raising
taxes, too. Neither act is popular. More
than a dozen Democrats voted with
Republicans against ESSB 6130, de-
signed to repeal 1-960. (The repeal was
adopted.) Those crossover voters in-
cluded, among others, Rep. Fred Finn.

Brad Shannon of The Olympian
wrote,

| caught up with Finn today to ask
about his vote, and what he had to
say was interesting. It shows there
is a complexity to the thinking
some Democrats are bringing to
the budget problem that they see
as insurmountable without new
revenues.

Finn said he did a survey this year
and "significant numbers" of voters
volunteered information that they
did not want changes to 1-960. And
his vote reflected his district's vote
on 1-960, which he said went 56
percent in favor of the measure in
2007. "You can't ignore that," Finn,
a businessman, said.

At the same time, Finn might vote for tax
increases this year. "In this budget cli-
mate, there are some tax measures I'll
vote yes on. | don't think we can cut our
way out of this" $2.8 billion shortfall, he
explained.

Although you may not agree with every
action of your legislators, please let them
know in advance of a vote how you would
direct them, and be aware that many voters
who disagree with you are doing the same,
many of them with not-so-pleasant language.
Kathy Haigh was quoted in the Olympian arti-
cle regarding her vote to repeal 1-960, that it
was done “with a heavy heart." She also said,
“It is one of the most difficult votes any of us
will ever have to take.”

Please give consideration to calling or
emailing your legislators to thank them for
their hundreds of hours of hard, sometimes
agonizing work, on your behalf.

Submitted by
Linda Thomson
and Greg Case

Our National Census
By Adrienne Amar

As politically active Democrats, it is in our
interest to respond to the national census and
we should encourage everyone we know to
respond. There are both monetary and politi-
cal reasons the census is important.

Federal funding for schools, hospitals,
emergency services, and other public works
projects, is determined by data gathered in
the census every ten years.

Our legislative representation at state and
national levels is determined by the results of
the census.

The census form consists of a mere ten
questions this year.

It is against the law to publish or disclose
private information gathered on census forms;
so the information one provides will not end
up in some sleazy ad person's phone bank.

So spend 10-15 minutes and fill out and
mail back the form in the postage paid enve-
lope which will be arriving mid March in your
mail box.

There is more information about the census
at the website for the 2010 U.S. Census:

http://2010.census.gov/2010census.
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Mason County

by Marilyn Sayan

Democratic Womenods

The next scheduled meeting of the Ma-
son County Democratic Women'’s Club is
set for Wednesday, March 24, 2010 (the
4th  Wednesday for this month
only). State Representative Fred Finn
has agreed to come speak about this
past legislative session. No doubt he will
give us an general overview of what oc-
curred, but if you have any specific issue
you would like Fred to address, I'd appre-
ciate your letting me know so | can get
that information to him before the meet-
ing. | can be reached at
sayanglenn@aol.com.

Last month, Bob Appel of Mason General
Hospital joined us again to conclude his
discussion about the current and planned
activities of the Hospital. He reviewed
the construction plans in more detail, not-
ing that the planned new surgery wing
and resulting remodeling of the existing
structure would help relieve the space
shortages they currently experience. He
also shared information regarding the
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services Mason
General provides
and  described
the interactions they have with
other local hospitals in providing
care in emergency situations. It was
another good informational session
during which Bob adeptly re-
sponded to the many questions and
comments from the group.

We’'re still collecting dues from ex-
isting (and new) members who
weren’t at last month’s meeting. If
you fit in one of those categories,
hopefully you can come next month
with dues in hand to hear Fred! It
should be an interesting time and |
look forward to seeing you
then. Remember: it's March 24 —
the 4th Wednesday!

Peace,
Marilyn

Wo nGandidate Contributions d a t

Welcome

No'\\flvlti{a’: cgnrmaign season is upon us,
we welcome announcements and infor-
mation from Democratic candidates.
Please send your notice to:
newsletter@masoncountydemocrats.com

PRSRT STD
U.S. POSTAGE PAID
SHELTON, WA
PERMIT NO. 50



mailto:sayanglenn@aol.com
mailto:newsletter@masoncountydemocrats.com

